New Jersey Forestry Association
51st Annual Meeting - Preliminary Agenda
Saturday, March 21, 2026, Rutgers University

The Couragqge to Care:

“Elevating the Art of Forest Stewardship’’

8:30-9:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast
9:00-9:05 Welcome / Elmer Platz, NJFA President
9:05-9:15  Introduction of Guests, Collaborating Organizations, Sponsors
Andy Bennett, NJFA Director
9:15-9:50  Dr. Bernie Isaacson / Forest Scientist
“NJ’s Forests — the long history — ecologically, culturally, economically, and politically”
9:50-10:25 Paul Catanzaro / Professor / University of Massachusetts
Keynote Address: “Tending Your Forest Through Ecological Forestry”
10:25-10:45 Refreshments, Vendor Tables, Door Prizes
10:45-11:20 Carla Lee Lewis / Landowner
“Adventures in Forest Stewardship: A Landowner’s Tale”
11:20-12:00 Panel Discussion / Bernie Isaacson, Paul Catanzaro, Carla Lee Lewis
12:00-1:15 Lunch; NJFA Annual Business Meeting
1:15-1:45 Richard Kelsky / Vice President, Director / NJFA
“Legislative & Regulatory / 2025 Review-2026 Outlook / Impacts on Woodland Owners”
1:45-2:05 Todd Wyckoff / NJ Forest Service
“‘NJFS Update — Key Issues for State and Private Lands”
2:05-2:20  Joseph Basralian, Special Project Manager, NJ Conservation Foundation
“‘Deer In Balance — Support for Meeting Your Land Management Goals”
2:20-2:35  Student Presentations / Stockton & Rutgers
2:35-2:55 Refreshments, Vendor Tables, Door Prizes
2:55-3:35  Panel Discussion / “Ethics in Forestry”
3:35-3:45  Sal Vuocolo Award for Passionate Devotion, Dedication and Contribution to the

3:45-4:00

Enhancement and Sustainability of NJ’s Forests

Chainsaw Raffle, 50/50 Cash Raffle, Board and Board Committees



